Goat Behavior
I turned out half a dozen December 2009 does from their separate pasture into the main herd yesterday. The young does quickly squared off with other younger does that were (mostly) near to their own size. I spent an enjoyable 20 minutes watching these energetic critters assert their dominance and establish their pecking order. 
Just for fun, I grabbed one just-turned-out doe that was butting heads with a herd doe to see if I could ‘change her mind’.  As I held her close, I looked at her eyes and she was GLARING at the herd doe. The herd doe stayed close; it looked to me that she was patiently waiting to resume battle. The doe I held turned her eyes towards the herd doe no matter how I positioned  her. I held her for a couple minutes then let her go. She couldn’t wait to get back into the fray and the two immediately began head butting immediately; not vicious, not wildly hooking with their horns, just standing up and knocking heads. It looked more like playing than fighting, but I believe pecking order was the goal.
After the does had done that for a bit some of them raced back and forth, leaping, skipping, and prancing sideways.  Goats are so much fun to watch!

