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The Whole Goat: 
Hides – Heart – Liver – Kidneys – Bones 
This list represents the things that often get left behind when people have goats butchered. The butcher tosses those items into waste barrels for pickup by the rendering trucks and receives a minimum price for them.  At Simon Boers we have made the decision to have as little waste – and the most profit – possible. 
We ask the butcher to save the hides, and to package the organs and bones.  We’ve made an arrangement with a taxidermist (Crystal Taggart in Nampa, ID-she raises Boer goats & Pygmy goats too) to pick up our hides the day of butcher, which is a requirement by the butcher. She will keep them salted and frozen until she has enough for a trip to the tanner. It might mean waiting several months, but the soft and supple goat hides are worth the wait. My husband Joe loves to use them in his custom saddle shop; he’s made a vest for me and has plans for other leather projects using these fine skins. We've had them all done with 'hair off', but if I had an angora goat we'd leave them with 'hair on' and Joe would make some fantastic chaps!  I often take the goat hides along to goat shows or functions to show people what our goats provide for us, besides breeding stock, show stock, and meat. Goat hides are draped on my living room couch as a conversation piece - or impromptu wrap, too.
Our butchers package the organs and bones for us and we either use them to feed our pets or sell them (if they have been processed USDA) to pet owners. We usually sell out quickly, as fresh, grass-fed organ meat is popular with health-conscious pet owners. 
We haven’t found a use for the heads or hooves yet…………but I’m thinkin’ on it!

