Shows are a learning opportunity. 

The Snake River Meat Goat Association held their annual Boers de Mayo show in New Plymouth, Idaho last weekend. A goat friend and I drove up to enjoy the weekend surrounded by beautiful Boer goats. 
The show this spring was not as big as last year; several people had planned on bringing their best goats but cancelled at the last minute, including me. My goats were just not ready; one had a rash around her eye, and the others just didn’t look like I wanted them to. Competition gets tougher each year, it seems to me. Gone are the days when an unwashed and untrimmed or thin goat can compete successfully. 
So instead of washing, trimming, cleaning, dragging, loading goats, loading equipment, loading hay, hauling, and showing half a dozen goats, I had the rare pleasure of watching the show, visiting with goat ranchers, and listening to the judge in all the classes, something I never had been able to do when I was showing goats. 
I learned something too: The Texas judge said that a long ‘twist’ in a buck goat indicates fertility. I thought that a long twist (or stitch) in a goat was only an indicator of good muscling. 
While Saturday’s judge preferred a long elegant neck and lots of femininity in does, Sunday’s judge wanted to see lots of power and bone, in does and bucks. Both judges emphasized the importance of body capacity to carry those frequent twins and triplets, strong pasterns, excellent toplines, and width from head to tail. A couple exhibitors and their goats were excused from the show ring; their goats probably had fish teats. 
Rain and wind made for few spectators, but exhibitors and goats braved the elements to strut their stuff and learn how their stock compared to others’. 
The next show I’m headed to with my goats is on June 26 & 27, at the Jerome County Fairgrounds in Jerome, Idaho. You can find more information at www.srmga.com
